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Marſhal Belliſle 


Truly Stated : 


IN WHICH, 


The Manner of his being ſeized in 
HANOVER, the Uſage he met 
With there, and his Removal hither, 
is - examined the Law of Na- 4 
-_ - - *16xs, and foljuſtified, as well by — 
Precedents as eguments; and the - 
-Reaſons of his being brought over and 
detathed here, explained and defended. 


To which is prefixed, 
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0 17 * Wa = 2 — EEE — 
* * LONDON: 85 
3 Printed for 4 Coorgn, at the Globe in Pater 
8 Nefer- Row. 1745 | 8 
2 TiPrice One Shilling. = 55 © 1 


＋ꝓ— — 


TH BE 


PREFACE. 


HE CASE of the 
MaRsHAL DUKE DE 
BELLISLE, has 
been long the Subject of 
Publick Diſcourſe without 
being perhaps thoroughly 
under ſtood. At leaſt fo one 
would imagine from what 
a one 
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one hears daily ſaid, and 
that too by Men of pf tte 
Parties. Some, whole ex- 
tenſive Charity carries them 


to the height of Religion, 


and inclines them to oe 
their Enemies, and wiſh well 
to thoſe who Hate them, 
condemn the ſeizing him and 
all that has followed, as ma- 
nifeſtly contrary to the Law 
of Nations. Others who 


and from private Intereſt 
hate their very Friends, 
ſeem to give into this No- 
tion, and out of pure Mo- 
Aeration could have been 

content 


* 


[v] 
content this Step had been 
well weighed, and able Civi- 
Hans conſulted before it was 


By Arts like theſe the 
People at Home may be 
poſſibly deluded into an 
Opinion, that the ſtopping 
M. Belliſie in the Territory 
of Hanover, the ſecuring 
his Papers there, and trans- 
ferring his Perſon hither, 
may countenance at leaſt, if 
not juſtify, the 1% U ſage of 
our Countrymen, Who by 
the Fortune of War are 


become Priſoners to the 
French. 


LW 
French. The LexTalionisun- 
doubtedly takes Place where 
other Laws are Japerſeded, 
and if the Manner in which 
we have taken and impri- 

0 oned the ://uſtrious Broth 

be zndefenſfible, we altos in 
our Turn /affer without 
havingany Right to complain, 
ſince by our own Conduct we 


in this reſpect preſcribed 
Law to Others. 


To abviges all theſs 04 
jec lions, and ſet the whole 
Affair in its proper Ligbt, 
the following Sheets were 
vritten; and to do this 
more 


[ vn ] 
more generally and more 
effectually they are now 
printed. By peruſing them 
it will be ſeen that zhzs 
Meaſure has been maturely 
conſidered, and may be ful- 
ly juſtified, that hitherto 
(except in ſome Liberties 
permitted here) the whole 
Affair of his Capture and 
Removal has been properly 
conducted with that Vi- 
gour, Openneſs and Spirit, 
which diſtinguiſhed that Ad- 
miniſtration under which all 
theſe Steps were taken. 
What may hereafter fall 
out 18 1n the Womb of Time; 


but 
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French. The LexTahonisun- 
doubtedly takes Place where 
other Laws are ſuperſeded, 
and if the Manner in which 

— we have taken and impri- 
ſoned the Zluſtrious Brot 

be zndefenſible, we mut 5 in 
our Turn fſaffer without 
havingany Right to complain, 
ſince by our own Conduct we 
in this reſpect preſcribed 
Law to Others. 


| To obviate all theſe Ob- 
i jeclious, and ſet the whole 
Affair in its proper Ligbt, 
the following Sheets were 
_ written; and to do this 
more 
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more generally and more 
effectually they are now 
printed. By peruſing them 
it will be ſeen that this 
Meaſure has been maturely 
conſidered, and may be ful- 
ly juſtified, that hitherto 
(except in ſome Liberties 
permitted here) the whole 
Aﬀair of his Capture and 
Removal has' been properly 
conducted with that Vi- 
gour, Openneſs and Spirit, 
which diſtinguiſhed that Ad. 
miniſtration under which all 
theſe Steps were taken. 
What may hereafter fall 
out is in the Womb of Time; 


but 
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but it is hoped if He ſhould 
be ſet free before a General 
Peace, that Meaſure will be 
as well accounted for as 
this. 
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Marſhal Duke DE BELLISLE. 


F there were no other Reaſon to 
prefer the preſent Times to the 
paſt; this alone would be ſufficient 
ro convince a Man of Senſe, that 
we are happier than thoſe who lived a 
few Ages ago, that Princes are about 
nothing more ſolicitous, than how to juſtt- 
fy their Conduct to the Publick, There 
have been Times, when not only the 
lawleſs Wills of Men ditected all 
Things at their Pleaſure; but when 
Learning abetted Power, and all the lit- 
tle Wiſdom there was in the World was 
fairly dad out, in endeavouring to per- 
ſuade Mankind that Force was Juſtice, 
and that he who was able to do what he 
43 VV B would, 
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would, had therefore a Right to do it. 
Bur Things are now ſo much altered, 
and Princes are ſo ready in their Appeals 
to the Publick, that they can fcarce do 
any Thing, even in Time of War, 
when Juſtice is not ſuppoſed to expect 
ſuch triet Court ſhould be paid her; 
but preſently they are called ro an Ac- 
count; and one Prince carries his Com- 
plaint againſt another, , before the Tri- 
bunal of his own Subjects. Such is the 
univerſal Empire of Common Senſe at 
preſent; and may it always extend as 
wide as the Air we breathe, and endure 
as long as the Sun that lights us! 
All che remarkable Events that have 
happened fince the breaking out of the 
preſent War have joſlified the Truth. of 
this Ohſer vation, by producing Addreſſes 
to che Publick ; Anſwers to thoſe Ad- 
dreſſes; Replies to thoſe Anſwers; Re- 
jainders to rhoſe Replies, and fo on; for 
Jam not Lawyer enough to diſtinguiſh 
by their proper Names the Et Cetera 
of ſuch Diſputes, His maſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty. appealed to the Publick, a- 
gainſt the flagranc Injuſtice/done him by 
the Court of Vienna, by charging him 
wich violating the Pragmatick Sanction, 
whercas he made it appear 40 all the 


World 
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World he only helped to do it. His Ca- 
tholick Majeſty juſtified himſelf likewiſe 
from the Imputation of Breach of Faith, 
and boundleſs Ambition, by aſſiſting the 
Elector of Bavaria, not only againſt the 
Heireſt of the Houſe of Auſtria, whole 
Claim he had guaranteed, but in Preju- 
dice to his own Right, which his Maje- 
ſty aſſures vs, gives bim an undoubted 
Claim to the whole Succeſſion ; nay, the 
Queen of Hungary herſelf, in the midſt 
of her Conqueſts, has deigned to ſub- 
mit her Cavke to the Cognizance of the 
Publick, and that with ſuch Succeſs, 
that many People are of Opinion her 
Right is not beteer knawn to any than 
to thoſe who fight againſt her. After (a 
many Examples, it cannot be thought 
extraordinary that the Capture of the 
Marſhal Belliſie ſhould be brought be- 
fore the ſame Court, where ſo many 
Cauſes of greater Conſequence have 
been a tried. Thither, indeed, 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has already 
brought it, ern his Letter © 
the Britz/h Court, or which is fame 
Thing, his Miniſter's Letter in the 
Dutch Gazettes, before the Original had 
reached London, How decent this may 
he among Princes I known not; but 

| B 2 ſure 
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ſure it ſhews great Deference for the 
Publick. | 6 
Thus then we are fairly in Poſſeſſion 
of the Cauſe, and there 1s no pleading 
to the Juriſdition of the Court. It is 
true the Kipg of Great- Britain, Elec- 
tor of Hanover, may detain the Marſhal 
Duke de Belliſie, if the Cauſe ſhould go 
againſt him before the Publick; but 
however the Court of France would in 
that Caſe catry its Point, and that Cap- 
ture would be held unjuſt in that Coun- 
Try, where the Marthal is at preſent a 
Prifoner, The Point therefore to be de- 
cided, is not whether the Marſhal ſhall 
or ſhall nor be ſer at Liberty, but whe- 
ther his Capture and Detention ſhall be 
held agreeable to Juſtice or not. This, 
I fay, is the Queſtion before the Pub- 
lick, and in Order to the Deciſion of it, 
the Manner of his being ſeized muſt be 
rſt of all fairly ſtatee. 
M. de Bellifle is a Marſhal, Duke and 
Peer of France, clothed with a Publick 
Character from his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty to the King of Prufia. He is like- 
wiſe a Prince of the Empire, and faid to 
be charged with a Commiſhon from the 
Emperor Charles VII. to the Monarch 
laſt mentioned. The Fact is * 

chat 
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that having aſſiſted as his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty's Miniſter, at a Grand Confe- 
rence at Hanay; inſtead of taking the 
direct Road to Madgebourg, he turned 
off thro' the Mountains of Hartz, in 
the Duchy of Lunenburgb; where ar- 
Tiving at Elbingroda, which is the firſt 
Town in the little County of Vernigroda. 
which he had no ſooner entered, than 
the Hanoverian Bailiff attended by 


, 


Twenty Huntſmen, was ſo bold as to 
demand his Paſſport, to which the Mar- 
Hal anſwered in a quick Tone, that he 
had none, nor ſtood in need of any. 
Sir, anſwered the Bailiff, that is a Point 
T cannot decide, but my Orders are to 
ſtop any Perſon Who attempts to tra- 
verſe this Country without a Paſs; adding 
therefore ſince he had none, he Hoped 
he would excuſe his arreſting Him! © 
The Marſhal immediately diſcovered 
his Quality, and his Character. 1 am, 
ſaid he, a Frenchman, a Prince of the 
3 a Marſhal of France, and an 
Ambaſſador, therefore confider what 


you have to do. Sir, replied the Bailiff, 
a Paſſport would have ſatisfied me better 
than all theſe Titles, which if you have 
not I muſt demand your Sword. My 
Sword, anſwered the Marſhal ſternly, 
R * and 
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d clapping his Hand to it, my Sword, 
2 yoo. es, Sir, faid the Bailiff; 
theſe People here are Huntſmen, they 
nevet ſhopt twice at a Mark, and if you 
draw, they fire, "The Parry ws a little 
yneqyal,, and therefore the Marſhal, 
whole Perſonal Courage was never call- 
ed in Arne r i 5 2 9 
. afterwards under his Hand, 


thax be wa bis Eee Majeſty's Pri 
EIS This is the Fact fairly 


and truly ſtated ; thys the Capture was 
made; theſe were the Circumſtances 
that attended it; and the Point is to 
know, whether. the Hazoverian Bailiff 
did his Duty, ot whether he did more, 
and conſeqpently is not to dende j 

In the firſt Place, it is a Thing laid 
down for certain, that according to the 
Law of Nature and. Nations, one Prince 


 canngt take away the Liberty of another 


Princes Subject without juſt Cauſe, 
much leſs pretend to detain a Perſon of 
high Diſtinction, and great Quality in 
the Country, where that Niſtinction and 


the. Privileges annexed to it ſubſiſt, from 


whence ſame infer that Marſhal Belle 
"A F „rr i * , 
being 4 Prince of the Empare, he had 
a Right to traverſe che. Electorate of 
4. ; * * of * 5 9 2. Ha ; er, 
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Hanover, as well as any other. Copntry 
of the Empire, without a Paſſport. In 
this Light then we are to conſidet him 
as a Prince of Germany ; but a Prince of 
what? Why a Prince of the Holy Ro- 
man Empire, but titular barely, a 
without any Privileges or Prerogatives 
annexed, as appears by the firſt Article 
of the fifth Section of che late Empe- 
ror's Capitulation, wherein he promiſes 
that no ſuch Prince ſhall enjoy any of 
the Privileges annexed, till he ſhall be 
qualified by the Acquiſition of a Princi- 
pality, and admitted to a Seat in Right 
thereof, in the General Diet of the Em- 
pire, by the Conſent, of the Electoral 
College, and of the College of Princes, 
of which in that Caſe be is to become a 
Member. Tbe Caſe then is clear upon this 
Head: M. de Belliſte is not a Prince with- 
in this Deſcription, and conſequently 
the Bailiff of E/þjngrada has done no- 
thing agaioſt the Laws of the Empire, 
or in breach of the Germanic Conſtitu- 
3 1 
If the Reader ſhould enquire how 
Man can be a Prince and no. Princs, or 
of what Uſe the Emperor's Creation; is, 
if it confers no Right, he is to be, told 
chat it confers Rank and Tiyle z, a 
Siber 
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gives a Perſon an Opportunity of acqui- 
ring a Principality, and of actually ob- 
taining all the Privileges thereunto an- 
nexed ; but till this is done, ſuch Princes 
are in the ſame Condition with ſome 
who have aſſumed the like Character in 
France, and whom the Court would 
never acknowledge'; bur who neverthe- 
leſs kept up their Quality among their 
Dependanrs and their Servants, whence 
they der ive the pleaſant Diſtinction of 
Alteſſes Domeſtiques, that is to ſay, 
Princes within Doors, which is the Caſe 
of M. de Belliſie, who may have the Sa- 
tisfaction of being called every Day, 
Hit Highneſs, by ſuch as dare not call 
him otherwiſe. But his Highneſs, as it 
appears, may be a Priſoner for all that, 
of which the French Court were ſo well 
convinced, that they do not mention 
that Title in M. D'Argenſons Epiſtle, 
or ſet up any Claim to his Liberty on 
this Account. As to his publick Cha- 
rater from the Emperor, that too in 
the preſent Caſe, muſt be out of the 
Queſtian, becauſe there is no Proof of 
it, he did not mention it himſelf to the 
Bailiff, there is not ſo much as a Word 
ſa id of it in the Letter before-mention- 
ed, or in any other authentick Paper, 
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and therefore it is in vain to waſte Time 
about it. Beſides, if he had been veſted 
with ſuch a Character it would not have 
diveſted bim of his other Characters, on 
Account of which he was ſeized. 

The Partizans of France have em- 
barraſſed this Matter, as much as they 
were able, which looks as if they were 
not over ſatisfied with the Juſtice of 
their Cauſe, for it appears by ſome 
Papers printed at the Hague, that they 
think thoſe too haſty who aſſert that his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty is at War with 
the Elector of Hanwer; and the Rea- 
ſon they aſſign for it is pleaſant enough. 
They ſay, that Title is added in the De- 
claration of War againſt his Britannick 
Majeſty to diſtinguiſh him; but to di- 
ſtinguiſh him from whom? We know 
well enough that his Poliſſh Majeſty is 
ſtiled King of Poland, Elector of Saxo- 
ny, to diſtinguiſh him from King Stani- 
aus; but for this other Diſt inction it is 
ſo injurious, that I do not think proper 
to explain it. But to come to the Mat- 
ter of Fact. It is eaſy to prove, both 
by Reaſon and Evidence, that his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty is actually at War with 
the Elector of Hanover, It is a Maxim 
with the modern Lawyers, Difidats 

| 9 Principe, 
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Principe, Diffidati ejus adbærentes, which 
Grotius in the ninth Section of his third 
Chapter and third Book of the Right of 
War and Peace explains thus: From 
© the Moment that War is declared a- 
“ gainſt a Sovereign, it is ſuppoſed to 
© be declared alſo not only againſt his 
Subjects, but againſt all others who 
« join with them, and who are there- 
% fore to be conſidered in that Caſe as 
« Acceſſories. It was for this Reaſon, 
« that when the Romans had declared 
„War againſt Antiochus, they would 
« not declare it ſeparately againſt the 
« tolians, who had openly taken parc 
« with him; becauſe, as the Heralds 
« expreſſed ir, the Ætolians themſelves 

declared War.” Y 
To apply this to the Hanoverians - 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has declared 
War againſt Great Britain, whoſe Aux- 
iliaries the Hanoverians are; his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty has declared War a- 
gainſt the Queen of Hungary, to whom 
the Hanoverians allo are Auxiliaries, 
It is plain therefore, from what Grotius 
has laid down, that the French are at 
war with the Elector of Hanover. This 
likewiſe is clear in- point of fact from 
the Cartel ſign'd at n 
e the 
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Miniſters of the Elector of Hanover and 
France; of which we ſhall have occa- 
fion to ſpeak more at large hereafter. 
But to put the Marter entirely out of 
queſtion, let us ſee what the Sentiments 
were of a third Perſon, before this Caſe 
happen'd, and he too a great Prince, 
and a great Politician, the Solomon of 
the North when ſeated on his Throne, 
and a ſecond Machiave! when conſider'd 
in his Study. In the Letters of Field- 
Marſhal Count Schmettau, lately com- 
municated to the Publick by the Queen 
of Hungary, that great Miniſter tells his 
moſt-Chriſtian Majeſty, on the Part of 
the great Monarch before-mentioned, 
that he conſiders the ſending 45000 Men 
into Hanover, as a Paint of all others 
. the moſt important. Now can any one 
imagine, that ſo wiſe, ſojuſt, ſo magnani- 
mous a Prince, would expect ſuch a thing 
not only from the moſt equitable of Kings, 
but from the honeſteſt of Men, as his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty is called in the 
ſame Letters, if he did not conſider him 
as at Wat with the Elector of Hanover? 
Surely, no. This Fact then is out of 
Diſpute, and the way thereby open'd to, 
the Deciſion of the great, and indeed the 

. C 2 only. 
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only, Queſtion in this Caſe, which in 
few Words is this: 

Whether the Marſhal Duke de Bellifle, 

a Subjett of his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty, veſted with a Publick Cbaracter 

to the King of Pruſſia, bad by. the 
Law of Nation, a Right in 4 of 
War to traverſe the Dominions of 
Hanover, or not? ; 
That the Perſons of Ambaſſadors are 
by the Law of Nations held ſacred is 
cut of Diſpute ; but the Point is, whe- 
ther even in regard to them there are 
not Times and Seaſons, when this Pri- 
vilege of theirs is ſuſpended 2 Let us 
here Grotius upon this Point, who in 
the fifth Section of the eighteenth Chap- 
ter of the ſecond Book of the Treatiſe 
before quoted delivers himſelf thus: 
« That Article of the Law of Nations, 
« ſays he, of which I have been ſpeak- 
te ing, which ſecures the Perſons of Am- 
« baſſadors ſrom all Violence, ought ſo 
to be underſtood, as that it obliges 
« no other Power than that to whom 
« the Ambaſſador is ſent, and that too 
« only from the time he is received; 
« from whence a kind of tacit Agree- 
« nent ariſes on that head. This 
Law does not therefore extend 9 9 
cc [ er 
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ether Powers thro' whoſe Dominions 
„ ſuch Ambaſſadors may paſs without 
t Permiſſion. For if they are eicher ſent 
* to their Enemies, or on the Part of their 
„Enemies, or if they commit any Act 
« of -Hoſtility, they have a Right to 
« put thein to death; as the Athenians 
« actually did ſuch as were ſent by the 
« Lacedemonians to the King of Pera; 
* and the IJllyrians did the ſame with 
i reſpect to thoſe who were ſent from 
* the. Iſland of Iſus to. the Romans. 
« With much more reaſon are ſuch 
« Ambaſſadors made Priſoners only ; 
« which was the Conduct purſued by 
«© Nenopbon; by Alexander the Great 
« with reſpe to thoſe of the Thebans 
« and Lacedemonians to Darius; the 
« Romans to thoſe ſent by Philip to 
« Hannibal; and the Latines to the 
«© Ambaſſadors of the Volſcians. 

It would be very eaſy to ſupport what 
Grotius has laid down by many much 
more modern Examples, if it was at all 
neceſſary, or if Examples could at all 
ſtrengthen a Law, which I muſt confeſs 
appears to me, unreaſonable. If a Law 
be in itſelf juſt and right, it can need 
no Precedent to ſupport it; and if it be 
not, ſuch Precedents are alledged ta no 
| purpoſe, 


( 14) 
purpoſe. The only reaſon why Grot ius 
prodiced them was to manifeſt the Law, 


that is, to ſhew that this was the Senſe 
of the, wifeſt and moſt polite People on 
this Subject. This was the Method, and 
beyond all queſtion it was the right Me- 
thod, of eſtabliſhing what he wrote; 
for be did not pretend to give Laws, but 
to ſhew what were the Laws, that from 
general Conſent ought to be confider'd 
as compoſing the Syſtem of the Law of 
Nations. This, I ſay, was his Inten- 
tion, this is what he has fully executed; 
and therefore in point of Law we may 
rely clearly upon his Authority, which 
1 have fairly produced in his own 
The learned Fiquefort, who was him- 
ſelf long a publick Miniſter, underſtood 
his Character perfectly, and was prompted 
by a perſonal Accident, I mean that of 
being impriſoned in ſpite of it, to exa- 
mine very carefully all the Privileges 
annexed thereto, has given up this Point 
more fully than Grotius ; for in the ſe- 
venteenth Section of his firſt Book, the 
Title of which is of Paſſports or Safe- 
Conducts, he writes thus: Notwith- 
e ſanding the King of Denmark wrote 
to Schoneich, who had Orders * 
% the 


4 


(15) 
« the Emperor to conduct Com mandon the 
« Pope's Nogcio thra' Germany to the 
« two Kingdoms af the North, chat he 
« as a publick Miniſter had no need of 


« a Paſſport or Safe-ConduR, I think 


however I have reaſon to ſay, that 

« there are many Caſes in which an Am- 
1 bhaſſador very much expoſes his Per- 
« ſon and his Maſter's Dignity, if he 
« does not put himſelf under the Protec- 
« tion of the publick Paith, by making 
*« uſe of a Paſſport, There are none 
« but Princes to whom Ambaſſadors and 
« publick Miniſters. are ſent, that are 
« obliged to allow them the Privileges. 
« and Protection annexed to their Cha- 
« racter by the Law of Nations,” 

It is very clear that Viquefort here is 
ſpeaking of a time of Peace, for after- 
wards he ſays expreſly, that a Prince is 
not obliged to admit an Ambaſſador from 
his Enemy, or to ſhew any regard to his 
Character, in a Place where his Arms 
might act according to the Laws of War 
without Violation of the Laws of Na- 
tions. This is clearly to the Point, and 
he ſpends a great many Pages in juſtify- 
ing what he has laid down, and in prov- 
ing that without a Paſſport no publick 
Character in time of War is, or ought 
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td be, regarded. He gives us a very extra- 
ordinary Inſtance of this in the Caſe of. 
an Engliſb Miniſter, which it is worth 
while to relate for ſome particular Rea- 
ſons. 
In the Year 1563 the Malecontenrs in 
France, with the Prince of Conde at their 
head, enter'd into ſome Intrigues with 
Queen Elizabeth ; and as ſhe was a 
Princeſs of too much Caution to liſten 
to fine Words and fair Promiſes, they 
put the important Town of Havre de 
Grace into her Hands by way of Secu- 
_ rity. After this was done they parch'd 
up a Peace with Charles IX. and then 
the Prince of Conde, to ſhew his Zeal 
for the King's Service, put himſelf into 
the Army under the Command of the 
Conſtable Montmorency, which was ſent 
to reduce Havre. There was no War 
declared, but the Cannon play'd upon 
the Town as briſkly, and the Siege was 
carried on with as much Vigour, as if 
there had. The Queen therefore, to 
be rid of this troubleſome Affair, and to 
get ſomething by it if ſhe could, made 
choice of Nicholas Throgmorton, who 
had been formerly Ambaſſador in France, 
to go to Charles IX. and to offer him the 
Surrendry of the Place, provided that 
| Monarch 
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Monarch would reſtore Calait. Mt; 
Throgmorton was obliged to obey his 


* Miſtreſs ; but he underſtood his Trade 
too well to think of venturing himſelf 


into France at ſuch a time without a 
Paſſport; and therefore he took one 
from the French Embaſſador, then reſi- 
dent in London: notwithſtanding which 
the French arreſted him as ſoon as he 
landed, without the leaſt Apprehenfion 
of their violating the Law of Nations; 


and kept him faitly in cuſtody till the 
Place was reduced. The Story itſelf is 


very curious, and not a little to the pur- 
poſe; but M. Viguefort's Remark upon 
it is ſtill ſtronger, and more to the Point. 
- Throgmorton, ſays he, was the Man 
in England the moſt capable of conduct- 
ing an "Intrigue ; and it was for this 
reaſon they arreſted him, without mak. 


ing any ſcruple about the Law of Na- 


tions. And to ſay the Truth, ſays he, 
he ſuſpeRed this himſelf, as appears by 


his taking a Paſſport; but being ſoable 
a Man as he was, he ſhould have con- 
fider'd that an Ambaſſador's Paſſport 
was not ſufficient to protect him, be- 


cauſe the Authority of an Ambaſſador 


does not extend ſo far, unleſs he is ſpe- 


eially empower'd for that purpoſo; and 
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therefore his Paſſport could not be con- 
ſider'd in any other Light than as a 
ſimple Letter of Recommendation, 

Our Author's Obſervation is very ju- 
dicious, and extremely well founded; 
for it was thro' the Intrigues of this very 
Thregmorton, that this very Aﬀeair was 
brought about; and therefore the French 
were abſolutely in the right to keep this 
Incendiary in their hands, till the Fire 
he had lighted was effectually put out; 
and Queen Elizabetb was too wiſe a 
Princeſs not to conſider the thing in this 
light, which was probably the Reaſon 
that ſhe never demanded any Satis faction 
for his Detention; tho' it was accom- 
panied with Circumſtances of as great 
Violence as that of the Bailiff of Elbing- 
roda. And ſo much for Mr, Wiguefort 
and his Authority upon this Subject. _ 

There is but one Author more that 
there is any neceſſity for citing on this 
occaſion, and that is the learned M. 
Bynkerſhoek, in his excellent IJ'reatiſe of 
the competent judge of Ambaſſadors in 
Caſes civil and criminal. In the ſeventh 
Section of his ninth Chapter he tells us, 
that their High Mightineſſes ſhew ex- 
traordinary Kindneſs to ſuch Ambaſſa- 
ae, as only wr thro' their Territory. 
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“For, ſays he, it is a Maxim com- 
4 monly known, that the Rights and 
« Privileges of Ambaſſadors take place 
« only between the Prince who ſends 
« thoſe Ambaſſadors, and him to whom 
« they are ſent; ſo that with reſpect to 
« every body elſe they are to be con- 
« ſider'd only as private Perſons, It is 
« upon this Principle that ſome have 
% maintain'd, that Charles V. did not 
« violate the Right of an Ambaſſador, 
« when he cauſed two that were ſent by 
« Francis I. King of France to be aſſaſ- 
ce ſinated in their Paſſage thro' the Du- 
« chy of Milan.” 

Here it is worth while to make a little 
Stop to inform the Reader, that under 
the Word $oME is comprehended our 
old Friend M. de Wiquefort ; who, tho 
he never thought an Ambaſſador wrong 
where another Man thought him in the 
right, yet was clearly of opinion that 
theſe two Miniſters mer with no more 
than they deſerved; which, becauſe ir 
is a ſtrange ſort of Doctrine among Peo- 
ple, who have an Abhorrence for Aſſa- 
Hnations, it cannot be amiſs to enquire 
a little into the Affair, and ſee what ir 
was that could, in the Sentiments of 
ſuch a Friend to the Law of Nations, 
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ſo extraordinary, and, to ſay the Truth 
of it, ſo ſevere a Proceeding. 

Theſe Miniſters, who have made ſuch 

a noiſe in the World, were Anthony 
Ringon and Cæſar Fregoſa, a couple of 
French Inſtruments, that had been em- 
proyed in doing a great deal of dirty 
Vork for the Service of Francis I. and 

in order to ſpirit up all the World a- 
gainſt the Emperor, the former of 
theſe had been at Conſtantinople, in order 
to ſtir up the Infidels to artack the Houſe 
of Auſiria on one ſide, while the French 


King attack'd its Dominions on the o- 


ther. In his Return from Conſtantinople 
he took Venice in his way, where he 
made a Report to the Senate, for the 
French King's Service, of the Succeſs of 
his Intrigues, and in how favourable a 
Diſpoſition he left the Infidels to contri- 
bute to the Execution of his Maſter's 
Projects. In his Paſſage down the Po 
with Fregeſa, it is ſurmiſed they were 
taken out of their Boat, compell'd to 
declare all they knew, and then ſent to 
the Bottom of the River to prevent 
their doing more Miſchief, The Fact 
was Charged upon the Governor of Mi- 
lan, who it was ſuppoſed would not 


take ſuch a Step without his Maſter's 


Orders; 
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Orders; thus by Reflection the Imputa- 
tion fell upon the Emperor. 

The French King talk'd high, threat- 
en'd to break the Truce, which at that 
time ſubſiſted ; and actually ſeized by 
way of Repriſal the Archbiſhop of Va- 
lencia, who was the Emperor's Uncle; 
but he took his Meaſures wrong there, 
for the Pope interpoſed, and claim'd 
him as his Subje& ; upon which Francis 
for fear of an Excommunication releaſed 
him; but till there was nopacifying him 
without Satisfaction for this Violation, as 
he called it, of the Law of Nations. The 
Pope therefore, who did not care to ſee 
the War break out again in Italy, took 
upon him to expoſtulate with the Empe- 
ror, who anſwer'd him very cooly, that if 
King Francis had a mind to renew the 
War, he made uſe of a very pitifulPretence 
in regard to the Deaths of Ringon and 
Fregoſa. They were killed, ſays he, in 
their paſſage thro' Piedmont, not with 
the Train of Ambaſſadors but as Spies ; 
they did not think fit to make themſelves 
known, and therefore People were not 
obliged to know them, nor to conſider 
them as Publick Miniſters. This was 
the Emperor's Senſe of the Matter ; and 
Wiquefort ſays very fairly, that the King 
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of France had no reaſon to charge the 
Emperor with a Breach of the Law of 
Nations, becauſe with regard to bim 
Ringon and Fregoſa were not Publick 
Miniſters. Bur, ſays he, he violated 
the publick Faith, becauſe he ſuffered 
Perſons to be aſſaflinated, who ought to 
have enjoy'd the Benefit of the Truce. 
He prefaces this Story wich obſerving, 
that the Prince who arreſts in bis Domi- 
anions an Ambaſſador who enters them, or 
who paſſes thro' them without bis Permif- 
fon, does not violate HR Law of Na- 
 T1ions. This is his Sentiment of the 
thing ; this is the Rule of Law, which 
he lays down as certain and eſtabliſhed ; 
therefhee the Author we laſt cited had 
reaſon to ſay, that this was a thing uni- 
verſally acknowledged, and generally 
known. But it will be much to our 
purpoſe to return to that Author's Work, 
and to hear what he has farther to fay 
upon this Subject. 
„ But, continues he, the States Ge- 
« neral of the United Provinces, who, 
«by the Declaration which we have 
*« cited and explain'd, ſeem to have ſat 
* the Perſons of Ambaſſadors our of 
« 1 8998 on the ſcore of Civil Affairs, 
be have chemſelves cauſed : an ao 
ee DP, 
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of Sweden to be arreſted at the requeſt 
« of a Prince who was their Ally, for 


« than that he had not preſenced his 
Letters of Credence. And certainly 


« the Privileges of Ambaſſadors cannot 


% take Place, but in the Territories of 
«the Power to whom they were ſent, 
<« as Albericus Gentilis very well ob- 
« ſerved; and; Hugo Gretius after him 
« has alledged the ſame Examples, 
« Zouch, Huber, Wickfort, and the reſt 
«of. the Moderns, are unanimouſly in 
te the fame Sentiments. 1 

On the whole it appears very fully. 
that there is no Colour for alledging in 
this Caſe, that there is any Breach com- 
mitted againſt the Law of Nations in the 
ſeizing the Marſhal Duke de Belliſie, his 
Brother, and their Attendants, in the 
Territories of Hanover, at a time when 


it is notorious to all the World, thac 


his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty is at War 
with the Elector. I do not know that hi- 
therto it has appear'd, that his Pruſſian 
Majeſty has taken the thing in this light, 
tho it is viſible enough that he had as 
much, or rather more, Reaſon to reſent 
it than the French King, becauſe he is 
wat at War with the King of Great 

RE Britain, 


which they aſſigned no other reaſon, 


— 


- - 
—— — 


- * 
- 
— _— _ 
* —— ä — — 8 - 
— — — £ A 
—— - — 2 _- - $_ 8 
2 — — — an 
0 * 


1 
Brituin, nor with the Elector of Ha- 
nover. Being as he is a Prince of great 
Genius, high Spirit, deep Penetration, 
and one perfectly verſed in the Law of 
Nations, as well as in the Rules of Poli- 
ticks, he no doubt applauds in ſecret what 
the Situation of Affairs won't allow him 

openly to approve; and therefore tacitly 
admits the juſtice of that Proceeding, 

which without ſcruple he would have 
practiſed had the Caſe been his own, 
and he had caught ſuch a Perſon as the 
Marſhal Bellifle traverſing his Territo- 
ries in ſo unguarded and ſo unjuſtifiable 
a manner. ſes | 
A certain foreign Gazette aſſures us, 
that when his Imperial Majeſty's Mini- 
ſter addreſſed himſelf to a great King on 
this Subject, and with a view to have 
1 the Liberty of theſe illuſtrious 
Priſoners, that. Prince gave him this 
| ſhorr, this clear, this magnanimous An- 
ſwer ; Sir, I know very well who the 
Marſhal Duke de Bellifle is; I know that 
be is the determined Enemyof my Perſon and 
Family; I know too all his Intrigues and 
all his Schemes in Germany; and there- 
fore I know how be ought to be dealt 
with, It is a great Misfortune Men of 
quick Parts, and warm Tempers, have 


their 
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their Heads ſo full of Projects, that they 
are apt to overlook and deſpiſe thoſe 
Cautions, which are ſometimes neceſſary 
to be raken, from a Notion that they 
are fit only for the lower ſort of People, 
for the great Vulgar and the ſmall, and 
not for ſach heroic Spirits as move in 
ſuperior Spheres, and look down with 
Contempt upon little People, who re- 
ſemble them only in the Make of theit 
Bodies, while their better Parts are not 
allied to them in the leaſt, 
There was (if I may have leave to 
compare great things with ſmall) a cer- 
tain Citizen of Amſterdam, that had 4 
large Share of this Vehemence of Soul, 
which tranſported him ſometimes a little 
beyond the Rules of Reaſon. He was noc 
a Duke and Peer, but he was wealthy 
enough to be a Burgomaſterz and in 
Holland there ate ſome of them that 
think as well of themſelves as any Dukes 
and Peers in the World. He was a general 
Merchant, dealt to all parts ofche Univerſe, 
bad met with great Succeſs in Buſineſs, 
and was eſteem d one of the beſt Heads 
in that City. But with all this he had 
a ſtrong Mixture of Vanity, and a par- 
ticular Spleen againſt the little German 
Prinees ; which, * he was otherwiſe 
2 
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4 'well-bredMan, he would ſometimes vent 
in the Company of his Friend, an honeſt 
German, who was a Reſident there from 
a little Court, that there is no occaſion 
to mention, He often banter'd him on 
the Poverty of his Maſter, the Number 
of little Princes with the fame Title, 
and above all on the Narrowneſs of his 
Dominions, which he was want to fay 
NN enough were not to be ſeen 
ut in a Two-Sheet Map. The flegma- 
tick German Refident could fhape no o- 
ther Anſwer to theſe Railleries, than 
that Merchants were Merchants, and 
Princes Princes; and that it did not be- 
come one, who was indebted to Fortune 
for all he had, to ſpeak ſo flightly of 
thoſe, who were by Birth ſo much a- 
bove him. | 
It happen'd that our Man of Genius 
had 1 in the way of Trade, and 
with a view to add a few thouſand Flo- 
rins to his Fortune, to make a trip to the 
Fair of Leipficłk; and in his Journey thi- 
ther, taking up his Lodging one Night 
at the beſt Inn there was in a decayed 
Town, he was arreſted juit as he was 
going to bed, and carried to Priſon, 
where he remain'd three Days in a yery 
2 Condition, without having 
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a Soul to ſpeak to, or being able ſo 
much as to gueſs at the Cauſe of his 
Confinement. On the fourth Day he 
was carried before the Magiſtrate of the 
Place, a blunt old Fellow, and probably 
not much higher in Rank than the Bailiff 
of Elbingroda, who as ſoon as he ſaw him 
2ddrefſed him in theſe Words: Sir, you are 
now in a Place that perhaps you would not 
find in your two-ſheet Map; you are now 
in the Dominions of the Duke of ——— ; 
you owe your Confinement to the Flippancy 
of your Tongue ; and the Liberty, which 
J now reſtore you, to the Clemency of my 
Maſter, Take this for a Warning, and 
jeſt no more with German Princes, till 
you are ſatisfied that no Accident can ever 
bring you into their Dominious. The 
Merchant made him a low Bow, and 
retired, very well ſatisfied that his Indiſ- 
cretion had coſt him no dearer. 

As a Marſhal of France the Duke de 
Belliſie had to be ſure no Title to think 
himſelf ſafe ip a Country, whither, by his 
own Advice, his Maſter was about to 
transfer the Seat of War; and would 
certainly have looked upon it as a Mark 
of Fear, or at leaſt of want of Spirit, if 
he had paſſed without Interruption, or 
if upon his firſt Complaint the Re- 

Ws AW 


(93) | 
gene; of Hanover had diſavowed 
their Bailiff, and reſtor'd him to Liberty. 
Every body knows, that tho' a great 
Man he has taken great Liberties; and 
tho' indebted for ail his Grandeur to the 
Favour of Princes, has not ſhewn quite 
ſo much Reſpe& as might have been 
look'd for to ſuch as are cloath'd' with 
the ſame Character. 
| We may indeed diſtinguiſh between 
Vanity, and a certain juſtifiable Senſe of 
Dignity, which, as all great Men have 
bad, ſo none ought to be eſteem'd leſs 
b having it. But this is ſo far 
rom making in favour of M. Belliſte, 
that in reality it makes againſt him; 
that is to ſay, inſtead of 3 any 
Argument from thence capable of ex- 
cuſing his Impatience, it will de found, 
that it is a Circumſtance that ought par- 
ticularly. to have taught him Modera- 
tion. Lil explain mylelf more fully 
upon this Head, becauſe it is that on 
which his Advocates have diſplay'd 
themſelves moſt, They would have vs 
believe, that there is ſomething in this 

great Man that ought to command Re- 
ſpe every where. His Merit, ſay they, 
procured him the Favour of his Maſter, 
and ir ought to attract che Eſteem * 


0 


(29) 

ful of his Enemies; eſpecially confidering 
the great Dignities and many Titles with 
which it has cloathed him, and which 
ought to be conſidered as fo many Im- 
perial and Royal Teſtimonies to bis 
Worth, which no Circumſtances can de- 
ſtroy, no Accidents efface. Yey my, 
very plaufible indeed! —© | 
But with regard to Deferetice and E- 
ſteem it muſt ariſe either from Exteriore 
or Interiors, from the Rank of the Per- 
ſon who requires it, or the Qualities of 
his Mind. This Gentleman was not 
born ſo great a Man às he now is; and 
therefore without his high Titles, his 
great Employments do Rim much Ho- 
nour. But how were theſe acquir'd ? 
Was he not made Marſhal of France for 
what he performed in the laſt War? and 
was he not raiſed to be Duke and Peet 
for his Negotiations in the Empite, as 
well as a Prince of it, by the deceaſed 
Charles VII. who thought he could do 
no lefs, for one who had been fo inſtru- 
mental in ſetting the 1 Ml Crown 
on his Head. Theſe were all Marks of 
Favour, Returns of Gratitude; and the 
juſt Rewards of Services render d. But 
ſurely it is ſufficient, that he has not 
wrought for Maſters'ther were _ | 
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ful of him; and if his Toils have been 
ſo well repaid by them, he ought not in 
juſtice to expect, that thoſe at whole. 
Coft he has already acquired ſo much, 
ſhould; treat him with equal Kindneſs 
and Diſtinction. Has he not valued 
himſelf, on humbling che Houſe of Au- 


firia, on bringing the Empire into De- 


endance upon France, and making thoſe 
Princes, who if they bad known their 
own Strength and DER might have 
given her Law, the Inſtruments of her 
Will ? Did he not once plunder Bobe- 
mia? Did he not threaten to do as much 
in Auſtria? And is not this he who 
talk d of preſcribing Terms to the Queen 
on the Baſtions of Vienna? How then 
ſhould his Honours dazzle the Eyes of 
the Queep of Hungary's Confederates ? 
What is there in them that ought ta 
command. Reſpect on rhat fide? or ra- 
ther, What is there nqt in them to pro- 
voke a reaſonable and juſtifiable Reſent- 
ment ? The yan the Rewards, the 
Diſtin&ions of an Enemy, render a Man 
conſiderable, is is true, but they render 
him odious at the ſame time; eſpecially 
when we conſider, that he owes. them 
all to our Loſſes; and his very Title in 


£ Germany to the Deftrudion of Germans. 
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He was in the wrong therefore to con? 
ceive that the Hanoverians would re- 
ſpect his Name, his Title, or his Em- 
ployments; they were all on the contrary 
fitted to raiſe Reſentments; and if he 
has felt the Effects of them, he owes it 
to his own Imprudence. 
_ His Merit comes next under our on- 
ſideration. He, ſay they, is a Man of 
great Abilities, an able Officer, an ex- 
cellent Engineer, a Genius capable of 
commanded the greateſt Armies; and 
with all this a Prodigy too in his: Civil 
Capacity, a wiſe Stateſman, an admira- 
ble Orator, a finiſhed Negotiator. Very 
well ! let him be all this, and more ; he 
is ſo in the Opinion, and for the Ser- 
vice, of the French and their Allies. 
What Title does this give him to the 
Favour of the Hanoverians, or to the 
Complaiſance of the King of Great- 
Britain? The ſeven Electors, thoſe fine 
Pieces of Artillery that were the Boaſt 
of Brandenburgh, and yet were left at 
Prague by his Praſſian Majeſty, when 
he found it neceffary to x au; chat 
City, did the Queen of Hungary give 
them up? did ever any body expect ſhe 
ſhould ? was the queſtion ever put be- 
* No, certainly, What may be.of 

ſervice 
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tervice to my Enemy i is beſt in my hands; 
This 'is the Caſe in common Life, and 
the Reaſon: is preciſely the ſame in Af- 
fairs of a publick nature. I ſay preciſely 
the ſame. And if a General is of more 
worth than an Army, an Engineer than 
a Train of Artillery, an able Miniſter 
than both, it follows from hence, that 
for all cheſe Reaſons, and from all theſe 
Circumſtances, the Capture and Deten- 
tion of the Marſhal: Belliſſe is to the full 
as reaſonable, and much more benefit» 
cial, / than the taking the Prufjian Pieces 
of Cannon; and he is a much more va- 
luable Piece of Furniture at Vindſor- 
Caſtle, than they are at the n at 
Vienna. 

I do not by any means intend to flar- 
ter the illuſtrious Priſoner ;-I have no 
defire to experience his Generoſiiy, nor 
have the leaſt hopes that this Pamphlet 
will produce me an Order to Mr. /— 
N.; and therefore will make no 
ſcruple of ſoftening the Point a little, 
and of avowing that J take all I have 
been ſaying upon truſt from his Admi- 
rers; and that 1 do not pretend to pawn 
my Credit to the Reader, for the Truth 
of the Character they have given him. 


Tye: FP be all chis and more, for. any 
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thing I know to the contrary, and he 
may fall very ſhort of what they have 
reported him. But be that as it will, 
their very Character of him is ſufficienc 
to ſupport my Argument, and is more 
than enough to prove, that as his Rank 
entitled him to no ſort of Complai- 
ſance, ſo his Merit, be it what ic will, 
could not be conſidered, either in Ha- 
nover or Britain in any better Light. 
His Panegyriſts therefore have manifeſt- 
ly miſtaken their Cue, for in mag- 
nifying him as they have done, they at 
once juſtify his Capture, and ſhew che 
Value of the Prize. It was their Teal 
to be ſure that drew them into all this, 
but French Zeal is a ſtrange thing, for 
it puts People wherever they are upon 
fancying they are in France; and be- 
| cauſe the Grandeur and Quality of a 
Marſhal, Duke, and Peer, would com- 
mand infinite Reſpe& there, they fancy 
he myſt receive the ſame in every Part 

of the World; and becauſe his Elo- 
quence, Penetration and Addreſs are 
_ violently cried up there, they imagine 
immediately that they are to make the 
ſame Impreſſion on all who would not 
be eſteemed Barbarians. But we have 
ſhewa the „„ this ſo n, 

an 
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and ſer their Error in ſo full a Light, 
that it is to be hoped they will be ſilent 

at leaſt, if not aſhamed, 

But it is now Time to come to the 
great Point, that of removing the Mar- 
ſhal out of Germany, and bringing him 
over hither, which ſeems to be all that 
is complained of, and that too only by 
Implication, in the French Memorial, 
ſigned by M. 4 Argenſon. I ſay by Im- 
plication, becauſe he talks of the Cartel, 
and of the Ranſom fixed thereby for all 
Officers from Enſigns of Foot up to 
Marſhals of France. But that very Me- 
. morial ſeems to deſtroy. itſelf ; for in the 
Beginning of it is ſaid, that the Mar- 
ſhal did not enter Hanover at the Head 
of an Army, or even at the Head of a 
Party; if ſo it is not eaſy to find out how 
he comes to be ranſomable under the Car- 
tel. He is a Priſoner of War that is 
certain; he has confeſſed as much under 
his Hand, and if the Memorial ſettles 
any ching! it ſettles this; but the Point 
in queſtion is, whether he was made 
. . Priſoner of War as Marſhal of France; 
for if he had, no doubt he ought to have 
been ranſomed according to the Terms 
of the Cartel, that is, within the Space 
limited by the Cartel. Shy tr, 

Mr 


( 35.) 


But it appears plainly from the fore- 
going Account of the Capture, that he 
was arreſted by the Bailiff of Elbingroda 
imply as a Subject of France, found 
in the Territories of the Elector of Ha- 
nover, in a Time of War without a 
Paſſport ; conſequently the Elector of 
Hanover might conſider him as a Mar- 
ſhal of France or not, as he thought fit. 
It is a Thing certain and out of Diſpute, 
that he might have gone from Caſſel to 
Berlin without entring the Territories of 
Hanover at all; and therefore we muſt 
either ſuppoſe he did this by Deſign or 
by Miſtake, If he went intentionally, 
without doubt it was with a View to 
ſerve his Maſter, and to ſerve his Maſter 
at a Juncture, when Count Schmettau's 
Letters make it inoſt evident that an In- 
vaſion was intended on the very Terri- 
tories through which he paſſed, in which 
however it is very plain that he was not 
to act as a Commander; ſo that on one 
Hand he cannot claim from hence any 
Right to the Cartel in his Character of 
a Marſhal; and on the other he has as 
little Title to Complaifance or Favour 
from the Manner of his entering the 
Hanoverian Territories, let his Defipn 
be what it will, 1 wilt not upon this 
| Sa I ws Occa- 
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Occaſion mention the Report of his ac- 
ting as a Spy, of his i to take a 
View of the Country, in order to afford 
the neceſſary Lights to Matſhal Mai lle- 
bots, or any thing elſe that has been 
faid upon this Occafion, becauſe I pro- 
| Poſe to diſcuſs this Matter cooly and im- 
partially. But if he came thither know- 
ingly, he thereby afforded his Britannic 
Majeſty, Elector of Hanover, all the 
Reaſon in the World to ſuſpe& his Con- 
duct, and not only to treat him as a Pri- 
ſoner of War, but that too in the ſeve- 
reſt Manner. He is in this Caſe to 
blame himſelf: It was his own Act, his 
own Contrivance, and his own. Fault, 
unleſs he had ſome particular Inſttuc- 
tions; and even then, though this might 
remove the Fault from him, it does not 
lay it any where elſe, unleſs we are to 
ſuppoſe that France is to make uſe of 
every Method, and to take all Advan- 
tages, without Fear of Retribution, 
without Danger of Reprizals. | 

But if, as is moſt likely, as the Me- 
morial itſelf ſuggeſts, and the'very man- 
ner of his being taken ſeems to prove, 
he was caught by ſurprize, he then ſuf- 
fers by his own Imprudence. Ir. ought. 
alſo to be conſider'd, that what is al- 
ledged about his Miſtake, and his ſup- 


poſing 
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poſing that the Poſt-houſe at leaſt be- 
long'd to the King of Pruſſia, is the 
cleareſt Evidence that he held himſelf 
in danger if he paſſed chro' the Terri- 
tories of Hanover without a Paſſport; 
and it was undoubtedly for chis very 
Reaſon that he ſubmitted to this Arreſt, 
that he acknowledged himſelf a Priſoner 
of War, and that he deſired the Regency 
of Hanover to apply as ſoon as poffible 
for the Inſtructions of their Sovereign 
upon this Incident. Taking all this to- 
gether, it is very clear, that notwith- 
ftanding what has been thrown out to 
amuſe the World, the Marſhal himſelf, 
who is the beſt Judge, looks upon this 
Matter in its true Light, as an unfore- 
ſeen and unlucky Accident for him, and 
in ſhort is the Fortune of War. 
As to the Reaſons which induced his 
Britannick Majeſty to direct his being 
ſo cloſely confin'd at Hanover, and his 
being ſent with all convenient ſpeed 
from thence to Great Britain, we can- 
not pretend to argue upon them till we 
know them. The laſt Lettets from Ha- 
nover ſay, that a Manifeſto will be ſpee· 
dily publiſhed there, containing thoſe 
Reaſons, and then we ſhall ſee this Af. 
fair in a clearer Light than it now * 
0 et 
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Yet even at preſent. there ſeems to be, 
Grounds. ſufficient to juſtify this Mea- 
ſure entirely to the Publick ; by which, 
I mean that ſuch as take upon them to 
examine the Events which fall out in 
Europe, may very eaſily figure to them- 
ſelves very ſatisfactory Motives for that 
Step, which the Partizans of France af- 
fect to repreſent as ſo extraordinary and 
unjuſtifiable. As this ſeems to be a Point 
of great Curioſity as well as Importance, 
and as we may not very probably re- 
ceive this Manifeſto from Hanover in a 
Poſt or two, chere can be nothing amiſs 
in amuſing ourſelves with thoſe Reaſons, 
which, as I hinted. before, are ſuggeſted 
co us from the Fact itſelf. 
In the firſt Place then, if we nadie. | 
the Character of this illuſtrious Priſoner, 
the Share be bas had in the Broils, not 
to ſay in embroiling Europe, his influ- 
encing the Imperial Court, and the Bu- 
ſineſs about which he was employed in 
Germany; in ſhort, if we reflect on what 
he has done, and on what he was about 
to do; on the Character in which he 
formerly appeared, and on that with 
which he was then inveſted; we muſt 
naturally conclude, that there was good 
Reaſon to ſuppoſe he was intirely in the 
| Secret 
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Secret of that important Expedition into 
the Electorate, on which ſo great a Streſs 
is laid in the Papers of Count Schmettau. 
We. need not wonder therefore at the 
ſeizing his Papers, at the guarding his 
Perſon ſo ſtrictly, or at any other of the 
Precautions, that were taken during his 
Stay in the Electorate of Hanover. Self- 
Preſervation is the firſt Law of Nature 
with reſpect to Nations as well as Indi- 
' viduals; and therefore in ſuch Circum- 
| ſtances whatever was done in that kind 
was done agreeable to all Laws both hu- 
man and divine. 3 
In the next Place, it is to be conſider- 
ed that the Time the Marſhal Belliſle 
was arreſted, the Emperor was living, 
with whom he had certainly great Inte- 
reſt, and over whom he was ſuppoſed to 
have a vaſt Aſcendancy. It was therefore 
a very prudent thing to remove ſuch a 
Man far enough from the Imperial 
Court, eſpecially at a Juncture when his 
Advice was very much wanted for the 
carrying on the War, and where it 


might be reaſonably preſumed his Influ- 


ence might go a great way in putting 
off or preventing a Peace. It is true, 
that by the Death of the Emperor theſe 
Motives are taken away, but ſtill they 
might bave been the Motives at the 
"oo Time 


* 


4 


| that he would have been ſent inſtead of 
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Time he was firſt confined, for taking 
thoſe Reſolutions which were in a great 


Meaſure executed before the Emperor's 
Death happened; and if at the Time 


ſuch Reſolutions were taken, they were 
perfectly reaſonably and well founded, 


it ſuffices for our Purpoſe; for we pre- 


tend to juſtify ſuch as took them in the 
Character of Politicians only, and nor 
of Prophets. But to carry the thing 
Kill farther, though they might not 
foreſee, as indeed it is not probable they 
did, the Demiſe of that Prince, yet if 


they had, there is room to believe ic 


would not have induced them to have 
changed their Meaſures. | 


For Thirdly, If Marthal Belliſie had 


x been in Germany at that Time, his Pre- 
| ſence muſt have been of extraordinary 


Conſequence either at the Court of Ber- 
lin or of Munich, He would doubtleſs 
bave furniſhed better Reaſons, and with- 


al have afforded ſtronger Aſſurances, to 
either, or to both thoſe Courts, than 
can be given by the Miniſters now reſi- 


dent there. He might have laid down a 


new Plan both of Civil and Military 
Operations; and it is not only very poſ- 


ſible, but with all very probable too, 


the 
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the Marquis de Valori to Dreſden; for 
without doubt he would have had more 
Weight, though poſſibly not more Suc- 
ceſs, than that Miniſter has had. By 
which I mean that he muſt have had 
Reſpect paid him, would have had fre- 
quent Audiences, and might have de- 
livered himſelf at theſe Audiences with 
greater F reedom ; ſo char raking the 
thing in this Light, it is not eaſy to ſay 
how many or how great Advantages 

may have reſulted to the Common 
Cauſe, from ſeizing the Marſhal Bell- 
i/le at Hanover, and transferring him 10 
England. 

Bur a fourth Reaſon, and no doubt 4 
very ſtrong one, in fayour of this bold 
Step, might be the preventing his aſſage 
to the Court of Berlin, where at the 
Time he was ſeized he might have been 
of the utmoſt Service to his Pruſſian 
Majeſty in both Capacities, as a Stateſ- 
man and an Officer. He might by his 
Eloquence and Addreſs have removed the 
Prejudices that Monarch had conceived 
from the Slownefs of the French Mo- 
tions. He might have explained to him 
the Secret of them. He might have 
opened to him their Views in the next 
l z and he might have palaces 

G ou 
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dur the proper Meafures for that Prines 
to purſue when he next takes the Field: 
befides the Lights that he might have 
piren for the Defence of Sileſia, for obtain- 
g the Execution of the Carina s Gua- 
ranty of that Country, and the Means 
of forming New Alliances in other Parts 
bf Europe; Things of themſelves of 
the utmoſt Conſequence, and of ſo much 
| the greater Conſequence, as Affairs were 
fitvared at the Time this Tranſaction 
happened. 
But there was another Motive that 
might be no leſs cogent than theſe, the 
| Marſhal was actually charged with ſe⸗ 
veral Commiſſions of very great Impor- 
rance to other Courts that have not been 
| hitherto mentioned. He was to have 
proceeded directly from Berlin to Pe- 
rersbargh, and to have taken the Courts 
of Stoctboim and Copenhagen in his Re- 
Tvrn ; all which Negoriations have been 
ſoſpended by his Detention. And how 
far this might be of fervice, how far it 
may have helped the Treaty of Warſaw, 
by preventing what otherwiſe might 
have retarded the Execution of it, is 
whar we cannot indeed know with cer- 
tamty, but may with great probability 
donjecture. If cherefore there had been 
no 
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no reaſon but this, the Meaſure might 
be fairly pronounced well founded, and 
worthy of thoſe who, adviſed it ; and 
who they are the Boldneſs and Vigour 
of this Action ſufficiently points out, 
notwithſtanding the . Endeavours that 
may be uſed to attribute it co others from 
the Succeſs with which ic has and may 
be attended. #2 

I ſhall mention but one thing more, 
which tho' the laſt is far from being the 
leaſt conſiderable, As the Marſhal, 


* 


Prince, and Duke de Bellifle was the 
Soul of the Prench Intereſt in Germany, 
ſo he was the Life of the P/eydo-German 
Party at the Court of Verſailles. It was 
he who furniſhed Reaſons for grantin 
new Subſidies to certain Princes, and 
for ſending freſh Armies into the Em- 
pire, It was he who maintain'd, that 
not only, the Honour of the King, but 
the Intereſt of the French Nation, was 
deeply concerned in the Support of the 
Pretenſions of the Houſe of Bavaria; 
and in obtainipg not only an honourable 
Peace, but an ample Satisfaction fot 
their Family, before an end was put ta 
the War. It was he who formed the 
Project of bringing the King of Pruſſia 
2 ſecond, Time into the War, and lo. 

been, ae. - 
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duced the French Court to venture upon 
all the Expence with which that Mea- 
ſure was attended. Ir was he who ſup- 
ported all that Prince's Demands from 
the Timę he enter'd Bohemia; and in 
ſhort it was he, who by ſuggeſting to a 
certain Court, that it could never be 
ſafe while the Houſe of Auſtria re- 
main'd unimpair'd, that prevented the 
War from being laid aſleep ſome time 
ago. If therefore much Good was like 
to ariſe in regard to the Common Cauſe 
by removing ſo dangerous an Inſtru- 
ment out of Germany, there was no leſs 


Advantage to be expected from detaining 


him from the Cloſet and Councils of his 
Maſter. It is very well known that he 
has many and power ful Rivals, and that 
his Syſtem has been vigouroufly oppoſed 
by ſome of the greareſt Miniſters in 
France. It is more than probable then, 
that his Abſence may afford them an 
Opportunity of opening the Eyes of his 
Maſter, ſhewing him the Folly of ex- 


hauſting the Blood, and Treaſure of hi 
Subjects in the Chimerical Purſuit o 
uch an upiyerſal Influence, as in all like- 

likood will never be atrain'd ; 78 if it 
was could never ſubſiſt long. Op the 
whole, it is very apparent, that ſome 
Tot | ogy ood 
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good Effects have already ariſen, many 
more may be juſtly hoped from this 


Step; and not one that I know of ever 
fuggeſted, that might induce thoſe who 
robk ir to repent of it, except the idle 
Story of Marſhal Tallard's negotiating 
a Peace here in the Time of the Queen, 
which was never heard of in France; 
and which never can be believed there, 
while thoſe are alive who knew the 
Man; ſo that inſtead of wondring about 
or declaiming againſt this Meaſure, the 
Engliſb Nation have good Cauſe to be 
ſatisfied” that the Marſhal at a ſmall Ex- 
pence is kept quiet in Vindſor-Caſtle, 
whoſe Intrigues in Germany might by 
this time have produced ſuch Miſchiefs, 
as might have coſt them ſome additio- 
nal Millions. 


To conclude, the Detention was bold 
and executed with Spirit; the Conduct 
of the Regency at Hanover was prudent 
and cautious; the ſending for him to 
England ſound Politicks in Subſtance, 
ſteady and glorious in 'its Appearance, 
and hitherto remarkably happy in its 
Effects. What it may hereafter produce 
depends upon other Men and other 
Conceptions, who doubtleſs may find 
| | another 
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The MEMORIAL. tranſmitted by the 

Dutch Ambaſſador af the Court of 

France, in re/ation to the Capture and 
Detention of the Marſhal Bellifle, 


HE King has been informed that 

dhe Duke ge Belliſie, Marſhal of 
France, and the Cheyalier 4e Bellifle his 
Brother, Ljeurenant-General of his Ar- 
mies, being upon a Journey in Ger- 
many, put up on the 20th of December 
laſt at a Poſt-houſe on the Road from 
Caſſel to Berlin, which belongs to the 
King of Pruffa, having his Arms and 
Livery : that having alighted in che 
Yard of that Houſe, where rhey 2 
themſelves in Safety, they were arreſte. 

by a Gang of armed Men, without an 
Officer of Character at the Head 
them, but only a Man who ſtyled him- 
ſelf Bailiff of Elböingroda, by whoſe Or- 
ders the groffeſt Violences were com- 
mitted againſt Meſſ. de Beiliſie, which 
continued till their Arrival at Ofterode, 
Whither they were conducted like Cri- 
hes minals, 
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minals, without any Regard for their 
Perſons and Dignity, which the Bailiff 
was thoroughly acquainted with. * 

Such Exceſſes are not tolerated in any 
Country, nor in any Circumſtances; and 
Sovereigns ought to do one another Ju- 
ſtice for them. His Majeſty does, not 
doubt but the King of Great Britain 
has already ſent Orders for puniſhing the 
Bailiff of Elbingroda; and he demands 
that ſuch Puniſhment: may be ſpeedy, 
and executed with as much Ecſat and 
Severity, as that Man's Conduct has 
been indecent, and contrary to all the 
Rules of Juſtice and Humanity, 

His Majeſty is likewiſe inform'd, that 
Meſſ. de Belliſie continue to be detai in'd 
at Ofterode, tho he is ignorant of the 


Motives of it, When they were ſtope 


they were not accompanied by any 
Troops, but only travell'd with their 
Domeſlicks, and. had Reaſon to believe 
that they ſhould enjoy the Freedom of 
the publick Roads, as all do that tra- 
verſe Germany, either upon their private 
Buſineſs, or the Affairs of their Maſters. 
If it be pretended, that they made free 
with the Territory of Hanover, and. char 
in the Corner of it, which they travers'd, 


thr, is no ſettled Tant; and if the 
— 


Po 
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Poſt-houſe, where they were inſulted, 
does not enjoy any peculiar Franchiſes, 
then Meſſ. de Be/lifle of courſe muſt be 
deemed Priſoners of War. Oa ſuch an 
Occaſion it is no eaſy matter to get in a 
few Days all the neceſſary Ecelaireiſſe- 
ments; and as a longer Delay would 
leaye them in Suſpence in regard to theit 
Fate, the King, in order to obviate all 
Difficulties, and put an end to their 


Confinement, has given Orders for pay- 


ing their Ranſom, according to the Car- 
tel- Treaty ſigned at Francſort the 38th 
of Fuly 1743, which was executed in 
all Points at che End of the Campaign 
of 1743, and that of 1744. 
His Majeſty is perſuaded, that if the 


- 


King of Great Britain's Commands are 


not already diſpacch'd to the Regency of 
Hanover, he will not delay to ſend thi- 
ther poſitive Orders for ſetting them at 
Liberty, whether they be. looked upon 
only as Travellers, or treated as Priſo- 
ners of War, in directing the Regency 
to receive the Price of the Ranſom ſet- 
tled by the Cartel, the Amount of which 
ſhall be depoſited in the hands of the moſt 


. ſubſtantial Bankers in London, Hanover, 


Amſterdam, and Hamburgh, at the Op- 
tion of his Bricannick Majeſty ; and this 
FO wel | 19 
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is what his Majeſty requires and expects 
of the King of Great Britain's Fidelity 
to his Engagements, as he would do 
himſelf in the like Caſe. 

His Majeſty could not, in the preſent 
Situation of Affairs, get this Memorial 
deliver'd by his Miniſters to thoſe of his 
Britannick Majeſty; but has order'd it 
to be deliver'd to M. Yau Hoey, Embaſ- 
ſador from the States General to him; 
and his Majeſty does not doubt but this 
Miniſter will uſe his Credit with their 
High Mightineſſes, in order to obtain by 
their good Offices a ſpeedy diſpatch of 
the King of Great Britain's Order to the 
Regency of Hanover, for puniſhing the 
Bailiff of Elbingroda, and relealing Meſl. 
de Belliſſe. 

All Princes and States have an Intereſt 
in not ſuffering the Safety of the High 

Roads to be interrupted : Hence ariſes 
the Neceſſity of inflicting an exemplary 
Puniſhment on the Bailiff of Elbingrodd. 

The Execution of Cartel-Treatics nei- 
ther can nor ought to be retarded upon 
any Pretence whatever; and according 
to that of Frencfort, every Priſoner ought 
to be ſer at liberty fifteen Days after his 
Detention, either by Exchangeor Ranſom, 
- i 8 | 


The Marquis d'ARGENSON. 
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ReMaris upon the FakeGoing Ma- 
0 MORIAL, by 


The very Titles of Marſhal of France 
and of Lieutenant-General of the Frenc 
Armies, ſufficiently ſhew that theſe Per- 
ſons could not be 4 mh in any other 


CY 


Light than that of Enemies in the Fer- 
ritories of Hanover; and if the Bailiff of 
Elbingroda did not behave like a Pan- 
cing- Maſter, tho“ his Manners might 
give Offence to fo polite, a Court as 
that of France, it is no Reaſon that his 
Good-Senfe and Fidelity ſhould not ex- 
. cuſe his want of Breeding to other People. 
As to the Exceſſes he committed hey 
ought at leaft to have been ſpecified, 
when Puniſhment was infifted upon, and 
they ſhould be very well proved before 
it is inflicted. In the mean time theſs 
vague Complaints oughe to be attributed 
to Rage and Reſentment. Y 
If that Corner of the Hanoveriay 
Territories thro' which they ed be 
no publick Road, then all the Reaſon- 
ings that are founded on the Privileges 
of .fuch Roads are out of the queſtion ; 
and as for the Cartel, it muſt be unger- 
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